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DEDICATED 


This  Brochure  and  these  75  th  Anniversary  Activities  are  affection- 
ately dedicated  to  those  devoted  pioneers,  The  Charter  Members,  who 
first  felt  the  need  for  a  Reformed  Church  in  Concord,  North  Carolina. 

Along  with  them,  we  respectfully  salute  their  loyal  sons  and  daugh- 
ters in  the  Faith,  who  have  by  patience,  service  and  sacrifice,  preserved 
for  this  generation  a  Church  rich  with  meaning  and  rooted  in  the  Chris- 
tian Conviction. 


CHARTER  MEMBER  ROLL 

Rev.  Peter  M.  Tkexler,  Advisory  Pastor 

Barrier,  H.  A.  Foil,  Mrs.  Jane 

Barrier,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Foil,  Mrs.  Eunice 

Bost,  Anthony  Foil,  James 

Bost,  Mrs.  Martha  Jane  Foil,  Miss  Hester 

Cook,  Henry  Foil,  Mrs.  Jennie 

Fetzer.  John  W.  Hoover,  Mrs.  Lou 

Fetzer,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Lippard.  J.  C. 

Fetzer,  Nevin  Lippard,  Mrs.  E.  C. 

Fetzer,  Willie  Lippard,  R.  T. 

Fink,  Mrs.  Mark  Mitchell,  Mrs.  C.  E. 

Foil,  Alexander  Shuping,  Smith 
Shuping,  Mrs.  S.  A. 


The  Anniversary  Program 


I.    Founders'  Day,  January  6,  1957 

9:45  a.  m.,  Sunday  School 

Unveiling  Missionary  Society  Plaque 

11:00  a.  m.,  Founders'  Day  Service 

The  Honor  Roll, — Reading  the  Charter  Member 
List 

Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion, — Pastor  and  Eiders 

7:00  p.  m.,  Young  People  and  Their  Friends 

Address:  Mr.  William  L.  Swing,  Student  Associate, 
Department  of  Campus  Life,  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Fellowship  Hall,  Food  and  Fun 

II.    Laymen's  Evening,  January  9th 

7:30  p.  m.,  Layman's  Fellowship 

Address:  Elder  Thomas  L.  Moose,  Lyerly  Memorial 
Church,  Rockwell,  North  Carolina 

III.  Open  House,  January  10th.  Sponsored  by  Women's  Guild 

7:00  to  9:30  p.  m.,  At  Home  in  Fellowship  Hall 

IV.  Anniversary  Sunday,  January  13th 

9:45  a.  m.,  Sunday  School 

11:00  a.  m.,  Anniversary  Service 

Sermon:  Dr.  Harvey  A.  Fesperman,  President, 
Southern  Synod,  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church,  Salisbury,  North  Carolina 

6:30  p.  m.,  Youth  Groups 

Address:  Your  Church  of  the  Future 
Dr.  Banks  J.  Peeler,  Pastor 


A  Brief  Story  Of 
Trinity  Evangelical  And  Reformed  Church 

CONCORD,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Section  One 
Beginning  January  1,  1881 


A  Brief  Story  of 


Dr.  Peter  M.  Trexler 


Trinity  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 

Beginnings  are  fascinating.  They  require  faith  and  courage.  St.  Augustine  wrote,  "Faith  is  to 
believe  what  we  do  not  see;  and  the  reward  of  this  faith  is  to  see  what  we  believe."  In  the  founding 
of  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Concord,  North  Carolina,  both  faith  and  the  reward  of  faith  are  very 
much  in  evidence.  The  reward  is  an  influential  congregation  serving  the  interests  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  in  a  flourishing  modern  American  community.  The  Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexler,  D.D.,  did  valuable 
work  in  stimulating  interest  in  the  project.  For  during  the  year  prior 
to  its  organization,  he  ministered  to  "Reformed  Families"  living  in 
Concord,  satisfying  their  pastoral  desires  and  sacramental  needs.  When 
the  North  Carolina  Classis  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  met  May  1880,  an  overture  was  presented  to  that  body  by  a 
"group  of  Concord  laymen,  asking  for  pastoral  oversight  and  regular 
Services."  These  sessions  took  place  in  the  historic  Brick  Church, 
Guilford  County,  where  forty-nine  years  before  the  Classis  had  been 
organized.  Because  the  Rev.  Dr.  Trexler  had  voluntarily  served  these 
people  so  acceptably,  in  addition  to  other  pastoral  responsibilities,  he 
was  instructed  "to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  city  of  Concord." 

Negotiations  were  immediately  started  with  the  Board  of  Missions, 
through  Superintendent  Theodore  Appel,  for  supervisory  oversight 
and  financial  help.  As  a  result,  Rev.  G.  D.  Gurley  was  commissioned 
missionary  to  Concord,  and  reported  for  work  late  in  the  fall  of  1880. 
Religious  Services  which  had  been  held  in  the  Cabarrus  County  Court 
House  were  transferred  to  a  hall  in  the  Means  Building  that  had  been 
reconditioned  for  this  purpose.  Here,  January  1,  1881,  a  group  of 
interested  people  met,  drew  up  a  Constitution,  named  the  new  venture 
Trinity  Reformed  Church,  and  signed  fourteen  names  to  the  charter 

list.  These  fourteen  names  which  appear  below,  constitute  the  original  honor  roll  of  Trinity  Church: 
John  W.  Fetzer,  Mrs.  Eunice  Foil,  James  Foil,  Mrs.  Jane  Foil,  Mrs.  Mark  Fink,  Anthony  Bost,  Mrs. 
Martha  Jane  Bost,  Mrs.  Lou  Hoover,  Miss  Hester  Foil,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Fetzer,  Nevin  Fetzer,  Willie  Fetzer, 
Alexander  Foil,  Henry  Cook.  Evidently  the  organization  was  not  completed  on  that  occasion,  because 
a  second  meeting  took  place  January  30th,  when  the  following  officers  were  named:  Elder,  Alexander 
Foil;  Deacons,  J.  W.  Fetzer,  J.  W.  Foil.  These  officers  were  not  ordained  and  installed  until  March 
20th.  Shortly  thereafter  nine  people  were  added  to  the  membership  roll:  H.  A.  Barrier,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Barrier,  J.  C.  Lippard,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Lippard,  Smith  Shuping,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Shuping,  R.  T.  Lippard,  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Jennie  Foil. 

This  first  year,  under  the  supervision  of  a  pastor,  was  a  most 
encouraging  experience.  Before  the  year  ended,  however,  Rev.  Mr. 
Gurley  resigned.  Guided  by  supply  pastor,  Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  D.D., 
who  at  the  time  served  West  Rowan  Charge,  this  young  congregation 
made  remarkable  progress  during  the  following  three  years  of  vacancy. 
A  lot  was  purchased  and  plans  were  drawn  for  the  first  house  of  wor- 
ship. The  lot,  located  at  the  Southeast  corner  of  Church  and  Means 
Streets,  cost  $450.00.  Because  the  congregation  was  without  the  serv- 
ices of  a  regular  pastor  during  this  time,  support  from  the  Board  of 
Missions  was  withdrawn.  But  upon  request  from  North  Carolina 
Classis  was  re-enrolled  in  the  spring  of  1884,  when  the  Rev.  Jesse  W. 
Cecil  was  commissioned  to  be  the  second  regular  pastor. 

An  immediate  task  of  constructing  the  church  building,  which 
had  been  planned  by  Dr.  Barringer,  confronted  the  new  minister  and 
his  small  flock.  Laying  the  corner  stone  in  May  1884,  the  house  was 
ready  for  use  by  April  1  3,  1  88  5.  Dedication  Services  were  conducted 
the  following  May.  Rev.  Dr.  George  W.  Welker,  pastor  of  Mt.  Hope 
Reformed  Church,  Guilford  County,  a  man  who  was  known  state- 
wide as  a  preacher  and  statesman,  delivered  the  sermon.  Another  short, 
but  apparently  successful  pastorate  ended,  when  Mr.  Cecil  resigned 
within  a  few  months  after  this  dedication. 


Rev.  Paul  Barringer,  D.D. 


i 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Davis  and  Emmerson 


A  grateful  congregation  now  turned  to  the  man  who  had  inspired  its  birth  for  spiritual  leadership. 
Rev.  Peter  M.  Trexler,  D.D.,  came  to  this  parish  immediately  and  served  it  five  years.  It  was  a  good 
pastorate,  with  characteristically  thorough  work  being  done  on  the  parish  as  well  as  in  the  pulpit. 
When  the  congregation  was  eight  years  of  age,  a  report  to  Classis  showed  the  following  statistics:  36 
communicant  members,  32  unconfirmed  members,  29  Sunday  School  pupils.  Total  benevolent  giving 
for  the  year  amounted  to  $73.77,  while  current  expenses  ran  up  to  $275.00.   These  are  small  totals 

when  compared  with  current  figures;  how- 
ever, those  were  days  of  scattered  populations 
and  dollars  of  great  value.  In  the  light  of  these 
facts,  Trinity  Church  gave  liberally  of  her 
possessions,  and  made  commendable  numerical 
progress  as  a  young  Church. 

At  this  point  in  the  story  some  effective 
administrative  changes  were  made.  After 
rtanding  vacant  for  a  time,  both  Trinity  and 
New  Gilead  congregations  considered  it  wise 
to  pool  their  interests  and  become  a  self-sup- 
porting Charge.  With  the  approval  of  North 
Carolina  Classis,  in  1892,  Dr.  Paul  Barringer 
became  pastor  of  the  Charge.  During  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  ministry,  a  lot  adjoining  church 
property  along  the  south  line  was  purchased. 
A  house  was  immediately  built  upon  it,  then 
one  of  the  most  modern  and  well  equipped 
parsonages  in  the  Classis. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Davis  served  this  Charge  from  1894  to  1898.  Flis  services  to  Trinity-New  Gilead 
Charge  ended  after  two  years,  when  Trinity  Church  was  again  enrolled  by  the  Board  of  Missions  and 
made  a  one-point  parish.  At  the  same  time  New  Gilead  was  joined  with  the  recently  organized  St. 
James  congregation,  Mt.  Pleasant,  North  Carolina,  forming  a  Charge.  This  very  popular  and  effect- 
ive pastorate  of  four  years  left  the  congregation  with  a  distinct  zeal  for  missions.  Certain  practical 
results  grew  out  of  this  sense  of  missionary  compulsion,  which  must  be  described  in  this  connection. 

Undoubtedly  the  physical  unit  that  engendered  this  missionary  zeal  was  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  an  organization  which  came  into  being  January  18,  1897,  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Sarian  Shuping, 
3  5  West  Corban  Street.  Ten  people  composed 
the  charter  member  list:  Mrs.  B.  F.  Davis, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Lippard,  Miss  Mollie  Fetzer,  Mrs. 
R.  T.  Lippard,  Miss  Fannie  Lippard,  Mrs. 
Sarian  Shuping,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Crowell,  Mrs.  M. 
E.  Barrier,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Davis  and  Miss  Addie 
Barrier.  Miss  Addie  Barrier  was  a  very  young 
girl  at  the  time,  who  usually  served  as  pianist. 
These  women  not  only  nurtured  the  fires  of 
missionary  zeal  in  the  local  congregation,  but 
became  primary  movers  in  launching  the 
North  Carolina  Classical  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  which  is  the  antecedent  of 
Southern  Synodical  Women's  Guild. 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Davis,  in  the  spring  of  1897, 
sent  personal  letters  to  the  churches  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  urging  each  of  them 
to  send  women  delegates  to  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Classis,  when  the  question  of  a 
classical  organization  was  scheduled  for  consideration.  Classis  convened  that  year  at  Mt.  Hope  Church, 
Guilford  County.  On  Thursday,  May  6th,  women  who  were  present,  adjourned  to  a  Sunday  School 


Home  oj  Mrs.  Sarian  Shuping,  Now  Home  of 
Miss  Addie  Barrier 


Corban  Street  Chapel 


class  room.  Here  the  North  Carolina  Classical 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  born. 
Since  then,  women  of  Trinity  Church  have  fig- 
ured largely  in  official  councils  of  this  effective 
agent  in  the  life  of  the  Denomination. 

This  spirit  bore  fruit  in  still  another  way  on 
the  local  parish.  As  near  as  can  be  determined, 
in  the  year  1896,  a  group  of  zealous  men  and 
women  purchased  property  on  West  Corban 
Street,  in  the  village  of  Cannonville,  near  Cabar- 
rus Mill,  and  built  a  chapel  on  it.  Seeking  to 
serve  people  who  "would  not  come  down  town 
to  church"  this  group  of  workers  set  up  a  full 
program  of  religious  activities  at  the  chapel,  and 
through  it  served  a  growing  number  of  people 
over  a  period  of  years.  But  with  the  fading  of 
"missionary  zeal,"  this  promising  work  disap- 
peared. Both  chapel  and  lot  were  sold.  First  this 

property  was  used  by  the  Church  of  God,  and  later  converted  into  a  place  of  business,  for  which  lat- 
ter purpose  it  is  now  being  used. 

A  third  more  remote  result  of  the 
Davis  Ministry  occurred  some  years  later. 
Because  of  its  relation  to  the  total  picture 
created  by  this  congregation  it  is  related 
here.  In  Shogama,  Japan,  seven  miles 
from  Sendai,  stands  a  church  building. 
In  1933,  through  channels  of  the  Mission- 
ary Conference,  held  annually  by  South- 
ern Synod  at  Catawba  College,  Miss  Mil- 
dred Suther  heard  the  story  of  Shogama's 
need.  She  provided  a  cash  gift  of  $5  00.00 
with  which  to  build  a  church.  Because  of 
international  difficulties  the  church  did 
not  materialize  until  1939.  Partially  de- 
stroyed by  the  ravages  of  war  in  the  early 
1940s,  friends  in  Southern  Synodical 
The  Shogama  Church  helped  her  to  rebuild  the  church.  Here 

hundreds  of  people  who  find  comfort  and  encouragement  in  the  Chris- 
tian Gospel  have  been  and  are  being  served. 

An  important,  and  what  has  turned  out  to  be  a  far-reaching  phase 
of  missionary  effort  in  Trinity  Church  during  those  early  days,  was 
the  Mission  Band  program,  composed  of  children  in  the  congregation. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  George  nee  Fannie  Lippard,  who  had  an  abiding  desire  to 
serve  the  Church  on  foreign  soil,  but  for  reasons  of  health  was  denied 
that  privilege,  became  a  pioneer  leader  in  the  Mission  Band  Movement, 
first  in  her  own  congregation  and  then  in  the  Classical.  Her  influence 
carried  into  succeeding  generations.  One  is  not  surprised,  therefore, 
when  twenty  years  later,  Miss  Mildred  Suther  is  an  officer  in  the  local 
unit  of  Mission  Band,  and  twenty  years  after  that  a  builder  of  churches 

in  Japan.  Rev.  J.  N.  Faust 


One  of  the  very  short  pastorates,  like  which  the  congregation  has 
had  many,  was  that  of  Rev.  J.  N.  Faust  who,  beginning  in  1898,  served 
fourteen  months.  During  this  unfortunate  period  of  internal  discord, 
the  Corban  Street  Mission  was  discontinued  and  the  property  sold. 
This  move  was  made  hoping  that,  at  least  in  part,  peace  could  be 
restored  to  a  troubled  people.  Evidently  the  decision  did  not  help  a 
great  deal,  for  Dr.  William  H.  McNairy,  an  apostle  of  peace,  who 
served  the  church  from  1900  to  1903,  found  himself  repeatedly  at 
grips  with  conflicting  interests  "among  the  saints."  Another  short 
pastorate  was  that  of  Dr.  Harvey  A.  M.  Holshouser,  who  served  fifteen 
months,  before  going  west  in  the  interest  of  health.  The  consolatory 
ministry  of  Dr.  McNairy 's  pastorate  began  slowly  to  appear.  Material 
improvements  were  effected  in  the  parsonage,  followed  by  renovation 
and  enlargement  of  the  sanctuary.  But  a  deeper  feeling  of  inner  well- 
bing  also  appeared  in  the  corporate  life  of  the  congregation. 

Dr.  William  H.  McNairy  When  Dr.  Holshouser  departed,  he  was  immediately  succeeded  by 

Rev.  Samuel  W.  Beck.  Material  improvements  already  begun,  largely 
resulting  from  the  healing  ministry  of  the  last  two  pastorates,  were 
completed.  Art  glass  windows  and  new  pews  were  installed  in  the 
sanctuary,  enhancing  the  beauty  of  their  recently  redecorated  church. 
Rededication  Services  occurred  August  13,  1905.  Current  expenses 
that  year  reached  $2,100.00,  reflecting  something  of  the  congregation's 
spiritual  health  at  that  time. 

Dr.  William  H.  Causey,  an  exceptionally  strong  pulpiteer,  began 
serving  the  Church  January  1,  1907.  By  this  time  the  congregation 
was  growing  in  numbers  and  influence.  Communicant  membership 
had  reached  better  than  one  hundred  persons.  Among  important 
events  of  this  period,  was  the  convening  of  North  Carolina  Classis  at 
Trinity  Church  in  May  1908. 

When  Dr.  Causey  resigned  in  1912,  economic  pressures  sent  the 
congregation  to  Classis  seeking  financial  aid.  Sustentation  was  granted 
by  Classis  annually  for  a  period  of  six  years;  however,  because  of  a 
vacancy  of  three  years  following  the  resignation  of  Rev.  W.  B.  Werner, 
this  aid  was  collected  only  during  the  years  1913-1915. 


Dr.  H.  A.  M.  Holshouser 


Rev.  S.  W.  Beck 


A  Church  without  a  pastor  is  like  a  house  without  an  occupant, — 
it  deteriorates.  After  experiencing  a  vacancy  of  three  years,  small 
wonder  that  the  Church  could  muster  sufficient  interest  among  the 
membership  to  challenge  a  reputable  minister.  But  frugal,  devoted, 
even  stubborn  Dutch  churchmen  are  not  so  easily  discouraged.  People 
of  weaker  character  and  less  devotion  are  more  likely  to  give  up  and 
quit.  Once  committed,  these  hardy  people  know  how  to  stand  by  their 
responsibilties.  So,  New  Gilead,  which  was  at  the  time  in  no  better 
position  than  Trinity  to  invite  favorable  consideration  from  a  qualified 
preacher,  exchanged  ideas  with  the  Trinity  folks,  and  agreeing  to  pool 
their  interests,  Called  Rev.  William  C.  Lyerly  to  be  their  pastor.  It 
was  a  fortunate  move.  Rev.  Mr.  Lyerly  began  his  ministry  at  Trinity 
Church  March  1,  1918,  and  at  the  same  time  served  New  Gilead  as 
stated  supply.  This  arrangement  continued  five  years,  at  which  time 
New  Gilead  decided  to  seek  a  pastor  of  their  own. 

The  nine  years  which  followed,  1918-1927,  are  eventful,  marking 
an  important  turning  point  in  the  life  of  the  congregation.  On  March 


18,  1923  action  was  taken  to  erect  a 
new  house  of  worship.  Two  weeks 
later  followed  a  decision  to  purchase  a 
plot  of  ground  two  blocks  north  of 
the  old  church  site  on  Church  Street 
for  relocation.  On  March  16,  1924 
authority  was  granted  the  Consistory 
to  sell  the  old  church  property,  which 
was  later  done  at  auction,  realizing  the 
sum  of  $26,000.00  cash  out  of  the 
transaction.  Gothic  design  was  ap- 
proved for  the  new  church  structure, 
and  on  June  8th  architectural  plans 
were  agreed  upon.  Groundbreaking 
exercises  were  held  August  3rd,  and  on 
November  23  rd  the  cornerstone  was 
placed  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 
Dr.  William  H.  McNairy,  beloved  for- 
mer pastor,  spoke  before  an  audience 
estimated  to  be  more  than  three  hun- 
dred people.  Construction  on  the  new 
building  proceeded  until  it  had  been  enclosed.  Then,  because  of  an  empty  pocket  book,  operation 
ceased  for  a  period  of  almost  a  year. 

This  delay  forced  an  adjustment  in  the  building  time-table.  So,  when  in  192  5,  owners  of  the 
old  church  property  asked  possession,  the  new  church  was  not  ready  for  use.  Arrangements  were  then 
made  with  city  school  authorities  to  carry  on  religious  activities  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  Clara 
Harris  School  located  on  East  Corban  Street.  Pews  and  certain  other  ecclesiastical  furniture  from 
the  old  church  were  installed  in  the  school  auditorium,  most  of  which  later  was  given  to  the  school. 
Following  memorable  Services  Easter  Day,  April  12,  1925,  one  of  which  being  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Holy  Communion,  this  congregation  closed  the  doors  and  turned  away  from  a  building  that  had 
served  it  as  a  meeting  place  for  approximately  forty  years.  At  the  Clara  Harris  School  religious 
Services  were  conducted  for  almost  ten  months. 

The  new  church  was  ready  for  use  and  occupied  March  7,  1926.  All  of  it  except  Fellowship  Hall 
had  been  finished.  Some  furniture  from  the  church  was  temporarily  installed  in  the  new  house.  For 
instance,  the  pews,  desk  and  pulpit  chair  which  occupy  third  floor  assembly  room  are  still  in  use. 
However,  for  the  most  part,  the  new  house  was  equipped  with  appropriate  new  furnishings.  Dedi- 
cation Services  were  held  November  7th  when  Dr.  Harvey  A.  Fesperman,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  preached  the  sermon.  Because  of  its  historical  significance,  the  Order  of 
that  Dedication  Service  is  here  reproduced. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Werner 


Dr.  W.  H.  Causey 


DEDICATION  SERVICE,  10  A.  M. 
Instrumental  Music 

10:00  A.  M.,  Service  of  Praise  and  Prayer 

10:25  A.  M.,  Addresses:  Rev.  William  H. 
McNairy 

Dr.  Harvey  A.  M.  Holshouser 


Rev.  W.  C.  Lyerly 


11:00  A.  M.,  Service  of  Praise  by  the  children 

Hymn  416.  The  Church's  One  Foundation, 

Wesley 

The  Scripture  Lesson:  I  Kings  8:22-30;  54-60 

Gloria  Patri:   622  No  1. 

Confession  of  Faith:    Apostles'  Creed 

The  Lord's  Prayer 

Offering  and  Announcements 

Offertory:   Male  Quartette:   Glorious  Things  of 
Thee  Are  Spoken        D.  B.  Turner 

The  Service  of  Dedication:  Read  by  the  Pastor 

Anthem,  There  Is  A  Holy  City  Shelly 

The  Sermon,  Rev.  H.  A.  Fesperman 

"The  Church  of  The  Living  God" 

I  Timothy  3:15 

Hymn  419,  I  Love  Thy  Kingdom,  Lord  Dwight 
Benediction 
Threefold  Amen 
Postlude — 


Old  Church  Site — Bus  Station 


New  Church 


To  date  this  new  House  of  Worship,  and  the  ground  upon  which  it  stands,  represent  an  expendi- 
ture of  $61,5  00.00.  Of  this  amount  $26,000.00  came  from  the  sale  of  the  old  church  site,  $2,000.00 
as  a  gift  from  North  Carolina  Classis  and  $18,000.00  from  cash  gifts  by  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion. The  approximate  indebtedness  stood  at  $16,000.00,  practically  all  of  which  being  covered  by 
building  and  loan  shares. 

These  were  days  of  fulfillment.  New  facilities  reflected  new  life,  and  gave  promise  of  a  richer 
future.  The  communicant  membership  numbered  two  hundred  souls,  and  the  Sunday  School  settled 
in  its  new  quarters  to  do  a  more  widely  influential  piece  of  Christian  training.  While,  of  course,  it 
is  not  possible  to  tell  the  story  of  individual  devotion  and  personal  sacrifice  which  so  richly  form  a 
backdrop  for  this  new  period  of  development,  it  does  seem  right  to  record  here  the  names  of  consist- 
orymen,  the  most  of  whom  served  during  this  important  period  of  transition.  These  men  with  their 
families  provide  inspiration  for  those  of  us  who  seek  to  carry  on  in  this  generation. 


ELDERS 

RUFUS  T.  LlPPARD 

Caleb  P.  Cline 

Jacob  O.  Moose,  Sr. 

Berry  F.  Wagner 

Gordia  Fisher 

John  H.  A.  Holshouser 


DEACONS 
Mack  B.  Moore 
H.  Smith  Barrier 
Charles  B.  Blackwelder 
Eugene  G.  Martin 
J.  Albion  Peck 
Walter  E.  Swinson 


Rev.  H 


Kellermyer 


It  seems  unfortunate  that,  with  this  fulfillment,  had  to  come  also  the  end  of  an  exceptionally 
fruitful  pastorate.  For  in  November  1927,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lyerly  resigned. 

In  January  1928,  Rev.  E.  T.  Rhodes  accepted  a  Call  to  this  promising  field,  but  served  only  through 
July  of  that  year.  Returning  to  his  native  Pennsylvania  before  the  Call  could  be  consumated. 

Almost  a  year  passed  before  the  Rev.  Hugo  C.  Kellermyer  came  in 
April  1929  to  begin  a  pastorate  which  lasted  almost  twelve  years,  the 
longest  to  date  in  the  history  of  the  congregation.  His  ministry  was 
marked  by  healthy  progress  in  all  departments  of  the  life  of  the  Church. 
Because  his  work  was  primarily  of  an  internal  nature,  following  a  period 
of  unusual  physical  development,  one  finds  it  difficult  to  point  up  prop- 
erly by  a  mere  recitation  of  statistics.  The  record  says,  however,  that 
"a  net  increase  in  communicant  membership  of  44  per  cent;  physical 
improvements,  including  carpeting  the  auditorium  floor,  new  steam 
heating  plant,  bulletin  boards,  hymnals,  Hammond  electric  organ  and 
Mayland  chimes"  were  attainments  of  this  period.  Good  progress  was 
also  reflected  in  the  organized  life  of  the  congregation. 

Rev.  Roy  C.  Whisenhunt  came  to  the  parish  in  1942,  and  over  a 
period  of  almost  ten  years,  grew  with  the  congregation  in  service  and 
influence.  His  was  chiefly  a  pulpit  ministry,  and  very  favorably  re- 
ceived. However,  during  this  period,  debts  were  liquidated;  Fellowship 
Hall  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $10,000.00;  and  on  February  26,  1949 
a  deed  was  drawn  for  the  parsonage  located  at  87  Hillcrest  Drive. 
Trinity  and  New  Gilead  congregations,  both  reasserted  themselves, 
and  for  the  third  time  separated  peaceably,  each  forming  a  one-point 
Charge. 

A  very  short  vacancy  followed  Mr.  Whisenhunt's  resignation,  but 
on  July  1,  195  2  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Hammond,  Jr.,  came  to  serve  the 
congregation.  Such  physical  improvements  as  a  new  lighting  system 
and  redecoration  were  effected  in  the  Sanctuary.  Repairs  were  made 
on  the  parsonage,  and  certain  electrical  appliances  installed  there.  A 
new  system  of  keeping  congregational  records  was  installed,  before 
his  resignation  occurred  July  1,  195  5. 

In  the  interim,  July  to  December,  two  significant  things  happened 
on  the  parish.   William  L.  Swing,  a  Senior  Theological  Student  at 

Catawba  College,  served  exceptionally  well  as  supply  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  and  a  new  oil-burner  heating  system  was 
installed  in  the  church  building.  When,  therefore,  Dr.  Banks  J.  Peeler 
reported  to  begin  work  December  1,  195  5,  he  found  a  most  responsive 
people. 

Much  too  little  of  the  more  personal  side  in  the  life  of  the  congre- 
gation can  be  related  in  such  a  brief  story;  however,  sentiment,  devo- 
tion and  family  continuity,  such  as  have  been  strongly  evident  since 
its  beginning,  should  be  reflected  here.  At  almost  every  turn  in  the 
church  building,  one  observes  a  piece  of  equipment  or  an  appointment, 
provided  either  as  a  memorial  or  a  personal  gift.  These  objects,  from 
devoted  people  recall  precious  memories  while  serving  a  particular 
need,  are  kept  inviolate.  Since  the  records  provide  only  a  partial  ac- 
count of  such  items,  thus  prohibiting  a  published  list  of  them,  an 
example  lifted  from  the  record,  will  tell  the  larger  story.  The  pulpit, 
lectern  and  certain  endowment  funds  invested  with  Institutional 
Shares  Ltd.  were  given  in  loving  memory  of  William  Preston  Mabry, 
Rev.  Joseph  T.  Hammond,  Jr.        Jr.,  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Mabry. 


kev.  Koy  C.  Whisenhunt 


William  Preston  Mabry 


Through  the  years  Trinity  Church  has  given  generously  of  her 
time,  talents  and  money  in  service  for  Kingdom  promotion  as  planned 
through  the  Denomination.  However,  during  these  seventy-five  years, 
only  two  sons  have  presented  themselves  for  full-time  service  in  the 
Church.  Elder  Thomas  L.  Moose  has  served  with  distinction  as  super- 
intendent of  Nazareth  Orphans'  Home,  Rockwell,  North  Carolina, 
since  September  1,  1943.  Rev.  Robert  W,  Delp  is  the  successful  pastor 
of  Zion  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church,  Hagerstown,  Maryland. 
He  served  first  as  assistant  to  Dr.  Scott  R.  Wagner.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment, Mr.  Delp  assumed  duties  of  the  full  pastorate. 

While  these  two  men  constitute  the  immediate  full-time  service 
roll  of  Trinity  Church,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that,  when  the  Corban 
Street  Mission  was  discontinued,  Boyce  Blackwelder,  then  a  pupil  in 
the  Sunday  School  and  living  in  that  community,  continued  to  attend 
religious  services  in  the  chapel  after  the  Church  of  God  began  activities 
in  it.  This  young  man  has  since  been  ordained  to  the  Christian  Min- 
istry in  that  Communion,  and  is  now  serving  a  congregation  in  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  Daughters  of  the  congregation  who  have  graced  the 
parsonage,  thus  sharing  with  their  husbands  many  of  the  privileges  of 
the  Christian  Ministry,  are:  Mrs.  Samuel  W.  Beck,  Mrs.  Homer  L. 
Frye  and  Mrs.  Billy  Gene  Trull. 

The  growth  of  a  name  is  always  interesting.  When  such  a  name 
is  associated  with  a  religious  organization,  the  implications  are  signifi- 
cant. The  name  of  the  Denomination  of  which  Trinity  Church  is  a 
part,  reflects  a  wholesome  ecumenical  trend.  Mention  is  made  of  it 
here,  because  the  congregation  subscribes  to  Christian  fraternalism  as 
implied  in  the  evolutionary  nature  of  its  name.  The  German  Reformed 
Church,  of  Swiss-German  origin,  flows  directly  out  of  the  Reformation 
stream.  Swiss  Ulrich  Zwingli,  a  parish  pastor  and  preacher,  tabbed 
"the  most  Protestant  of  all  the  Reformers,"  proclaimed  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Church  was  founded.  A  combination  of  elements, 
enunciated  by  Martin  Luther  in  Germany,  set  in  motion  a  similar 

movement  from  which,  among  others,  developed  the  Evangelical 
Synod. 

During  the  First  World  War,  when  anti-German  sentiment  was 
so  keenly  felt  in  America,  the  name  was  changed  to  The  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States.  Motivated  by  similar  circumstances,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  Evangelical  Synod  became  The  Evangelical 
Synod  of  North  America.  When,  in  1934,  these  two  Churches  merged, 
the  new  name  Evangelical  and  Reformed  appeared.  While  these  lines 
are  being  written,  a  further  change  of  name  is  all  but  assured.  For  in 
June  1957  is  anticipated  a  union  between  Congregational  Christian 
Churches  and  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church,  forming  "The 
United  Church  of  Christ." 

These  developments  speak  for  themselves.  Thoroughly  grounded  in 
the  fundamental  beliefs  of  the  Christian  faith,  the  Church  nevertheless 
refuses  to  be  either  sectarian  or  provincial.  But  chooses  rather  to  fol- 
low the  inspiring  example  of  the  Son  of  God  who  gave  himself  for 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Delp  all  men  without  regard  to  sect,  race  or  culture. 


Thomas  L.  Moose 


Section  Two 
Beginning  December  1,  1955 

This  brief  story,  far  from  complete,  covers  three  quarters  of  a  century  in  the  life  of  Trinity 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church.  It  stops  at  the  threshold  of  the  fourth  and  last  quarter  of  her 
first  century.  And  as  the  new  quarter  begins,  also  commences  the  ministry  of  a  new  pastor.  It  is, 
therefore,  appropriate  in  the  second  section  of  this  Anniversary  Brochure,  to  reflect  something  of  cur- 
rent life  within  the  congregation.  This  is  usually  best  done  by  calling  attention  to  pertinent  facts, 
employing  official  rosters  of  major  church  organizations,  together  with  action  photo-shots  of  these 
groups. 

The  first  months  of  a  new  pastorate  are  usually  auspicious,  supported  by  large  worshipping  audi- 
ences and  marked  my  numerical  advances  in  all  organized  groups.  In  this  respect  these  past  twelve 
months  have  run  true  to  form.  Attitudes  have  been  good,  and  these  have  been  translated  into  healthy 
congregational  activity.  Purposely,  consideration  of  the  annual  current  budget  was  postponed  from 
November  until  January,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  new  minister,  which  was  by  the  congregation 
unanimously  adopted  and  promptly  oversubscribed  by  $1,200.00.  Since  then  property  improvements 
have  been  effected  on  the  lawn,  sewer,  Sunday  School  annex,  and  Fellowship  Hall.  Redecoration  in 
the  latter  includes  painting,  window  drapes  and  platform  curtain.  While  in  the  foyer  of  the  Church 
has  been  installed  an  electric  water  cooler,  and  in  the  parsonage  a  hot  water  tank  and  a  new  furnace 
oil  burner.  A  study  for  the  pastor  has  been  constructed  on  second  floor  in  the  Sunday  School  annex, 
fully  equipped  with  built-in  shelves,  closet  space  and  complete  with  office  furniture  and  equipment. 


Congregation  At  Work 


THE  CONSISTORY 


The  Consistory 

Moose,  William  A.,  Chairman 

Powell,  Ralph  R.,  Vice-Chairman 

Moore,  Harry  D.,  Secretary 

Elliott,  Elmer  B.,  Treasurer 

Lippard,  Walter  A.,  Treasurer  Building  Fund 


ELDERS 

Bost,  Cletus  M. 
Earnhardt,  R.  L. 
Cox,  Myron  W. 
Elliott,  Elmer  B. 
Lippard,  Walter  A. 
Moose,  J.  Otho 
Powell,  Ralph  R. 
Smith,  Artie  W. 
Tucker,  Shuford  T. 


DEACONS 
Bailey,  J.  Robert 
Brown,  George  H. 
Cook,  Jasper  C. 
Earnhardt,  Harold  A. 
Hahn,  Robert  Y. 
Hathcock,  Walton  D. 
Moore,  Harry  D. 
Misenheimer,  Carl  D. 
Moose,  William  A. 


Barrier.  Charles  T.,  Elder  Emeritus 


Mrs.  Banks  J.  Peeler  Dr.  Banks  J.  Peeler 


Sacrament  of  Baptism  and 
Rite  of  Confirmation 


Sunday  School 


GENERAL  OFFICERS 

Wyatt  Moose,  Superintendent 

Harold  Fisher,  Asst.  Superintendent 

Frank  Goodman,  Asst.  Superintendent 

Myron  Cox,  Secretary-Treasurer 

William  A.  Moose,  Asst.  Secretary- 
Treasurer 


Worker's  Conference 


ADULT  CLASSES 


Men's  Bible  Class 

Walter  A.  Lippard.  President 
Ted  Lyerly,  Vice-President 
Bob  Hahn,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Cletus  M.  Bost,  Teacher 
Don  T.  Howell,  Asst.  Teacher 


Ladies'  Bible  Class 

Mrs.  Smith  Barrier,  President 

Mrs.  Carol  Stinson,  Vice-President 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Tucker,  Secretary 

Mrs.  Wyatt  Moose,  Sr., 
Assistant  Secretary 

Mrs.  John  Lyerly,  Treasurer 

Otho  Moose,  Teacher 


Kathryn  Cranford  Bible  Class 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Dixon,  President 

Mrs.  Wyatt  Moose,  Jr.,  Vice-President 

Mrs.  Harry  Moore,  Secretary- 
Treasurer 

Miss  Dorothy  Tucker,  Assistant 
Secretary -Treasurer 

Herman  Holshouser,  Teacher 

M.  W.  Nixon,  Assistant  Teacher 


Mildred  Suther  Bible  Class 

Miss  Carolyn  Cook,  President 
Bobby  Eagle,  Vice-President 
Ralph  Powell,  Jr.,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Miss  Patricia  Lyerly,  Social  Chairman 
Chester  Misenheimer,  Jr.,  Teacher 


JUNIOR- SENIOR  HIGH  DEPARTMENT 


Miss  Mildred  Suther,  Supervisor  Mrs.  Cletus  Bost,  Assistant  Teacher 

Ralph  R.  Powell,  Sr.,  Assistant  Supervisor  and  Teacher  William  A.  Moose,  Assistant  Teacher 
Mrs.  Ray  Goodman,  Teacher  Miss  Gene  Cook,  Pianist 


THE  CHILDREN'S  DIVISION 
Junior-Primary  Department 


Mrs.  George  H.  Brown,  Supervisor 
Mrs.  Carl  D.  Misenheimer,  Assistant  Supervisor  and 
Teacher 


Mrs.  Oscar  Nelms,  Teacher 
Mrs.  Harold  Fisher,  Teacher 
Miss  Ann  Nelms,  Pianist 


Beginners  Department 
Mrs.  B.  L.  Brumbies,  Supervisor 

Mrs  Don  T.  Howell,  Assistant  Supervisor  and  Pianist 
Mrs.  Robert  Bailey,  Teacher 


Cradle-Roll  Nursery  Department 
Mrs.  Andrew  Pampas,  Supervisor 
Mrs.  Giles  Kindley,  Assistant  Supervisor 
Mrs.  Rudolph  Keasler,  Assistant  Supervisor 


Auxiliary  Organizations 


WOMAN'S  GUILD 


Executive  Board 


Officers  Circle  Leaders 

Miss  Mildred  Suther,  President  Mrs.  Frank  Stinston,  Business  Women 

Miss  Dorothy  Tucker,  Vice-President  Mrs.  Hugh  Cox,  Afternoon 

Mrs.  J.  Robert  Bailey,  Vice-President  Mrs.  Joseph  Suther,  No.  1 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  McClure,  Secretary  Mrs.  E.  B.  Elliott,  No.  2 

Mrs.  Myron  Cox,  Treasurer  Mrs.  Carol  Stinson,  No.  3 


Women  and  Girls'  Evening 


CHURCHMAN'S  BROTHERHOOD 


YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 


Officers 
Ralph  R.  Powell,  Jr.,  President 
Miss  Joy  Hahn,  Vice-President 
Miss  Judy  McCarn,  Secretary 
Miss  Gaye  Holshouser,  Treasurer 

Counsellors 
Miss  Carolyn  Cook 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernie  A.  Edwards 


BOY  SCOUTS 


M.  W.  Nixon,  Institutional  Representative 

Ralph  R.  Powell,  Sr.,  Chairman,  Committee 

J.  Robert  Bailey 

Andrew  J.  Pampas 

Frank  Stinson 

Giles  Kindley 

Frank  Goodman 

Fred  Lippard 

George  H.  Brown 


Staff:    R.  L.  Barnhardt,  Sr.,  Scoutmaster 

Chester  Misenheimer,  Assistant  S.  M. 

William  Long,  Assistant  S.  M. 

Bobby  Eagle,  Junior  Assistant  S.  M. 

William  Hennessee,  Junior  Assistant  S.  M.  and 

Explorer 
William  A.  Moose,  Explorer 


THE  ANNIVERSARY  COMMITTEE 

Donald  T.  Howell,  Chairman  J.  Otho  Moose 

Cletus  M.  Bost,  Vice-Chairman  R.  Wyatt  Moose,  Jr. 

Miss  Addie  Barrier  Mrs.  Carl  Misenheimer 

Robert  R.  Cline  Miss  Carolyn  Cook 


SUB-COMMITTEES 


Program:   J.  Otho  Moose 

Mrs.  Carl  Misenheimer 
Cletus  M.  Bost 

Improvements:   Robert  R.  Cline 
Carolyn  Cook 
Donald  T.  Howell 


Promotion:    R.  Wyatt  Moose,  Jr. 

Miss  Addie  Barrier 
William  A.  Moose 

Photographer:    Donald  T.  Howell 
Ex  Officio:    William  A.  Moose,  Consistory  Chairman 
Banks  J.  Peeler,  Pastor 


